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FIRST WORLD WAR 1914-1920

SYNOPSIS 

Purpose & Scope demonstrates the intriguingly historical story (drama) of the internment camps & their 
mail movement/distribution from 1914 to 1919. These 18 internment camp enclaves in Japan utilized mail 
as the key means of communication to & from the German POW's. This formed a microcosm of how a 
system of postal operations started, effectively operated while overcoming numerous obstacles, & 
terminated w/ the repatriation of the POW' s. 

Treatment/Plan is the story line of POW mail during an armed conflict in the far east in WWI. It is arranged 
in essentially ascending by date order by the type of mail movement, such as incoming mail. Pertinent 
postal, chronological, geographical, & historical aspects are provided for clarity of understanding. Exhibit 
starts w/ the earliest known POW mail for this subject & concludes w/ repatriation of the POW's to Germany 
from Japan. 

Importance is crucial & the key items are highlighted w/ a red border. The exciting importance of exhibit is 
paramount as this is the 1st assemblage of these covers ever shown in a philatelic exhibit. It is typical for 
this exhibitor to not find an additional item for inclusion for years even with diligent searching. 

The Knowledge & Research utilized had to be clever & innovative as the issues of language translation was 
crucial to the comprehension of the markings & movement of the POW mail system employed at the 18 
camps in Japan. Four languages were involved & the exhibitor while fluent in English & German, had to 
employ "consultants" for a clear understanding of the markings & context almost entirely written in 
Japanese & Chinese. 

The Rarity & Condition of the materials in exhibit are allover 104 years old and from wartime era. The 
covers selected (@204) are in fine to better condition & most are the only ones known/recorded. 
Highlighted through out the exhibit are items that are highly unusual, extremely uncommon, or the first time 
reported in the literature. The collection of these covers occurred over the past six decades. 

The Presentation is shown in an easy format to follow, w/brief, clear, & concise descriptions allowing the 
viewer to always easily comprehend the postal history, the complexity of the subject, rates, routes, markings 
& the varied destinations reflecting the vast movements of POW mail be it short or long distances. Apropos 
epilogue shows the vessel of repatriation of the German soldiers arriving in Germany. 

Of special note: The analysis of each philatelic item in the exhibit is comprehensively provided which allows 
the full story to be told of the capture of the Germany combatants in China; their internment for as many as 

s years in Japan, their creation/utilization of a postal communication system; & the ending of WWI allowing 
the repatriation to Germany of the thousands of captured soldiers of war. 
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